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hours, they would have been in Constantinople by the
side of the British. To eject them again would have
been perhaps beyond the power of the Turks ; for
shrewd observers on the spot at that time consistently
reported that the Turkish troops were of little value.
Among the Christian population of the town some
thousands of fighting men could have been enlisted.
These threats were never used at Mudania.
By chasing the Greeks away out of Eastern Thrace
Sir Charles Harington threw away a pawn of maximum
value. He gave up the only weapon that remained and
he made the continuation of the military occupation of
Constantinople by the Allies impossible. With the
Turks in Thrace the land lines of communication were
cut and the city exposed to direct assault at any minute.
It was the second great bloodless victory that the Turks
had won by a little bluff, and by their inherent ability
to sum up the character of their opponent.
Mudania was like the revival of an old play in which
the characters have forgotten the parts they used to
act. The Great War and the Entente were things of
the past. The thinking in terms of the World was gone.
Each nation had settled back into its own individuality
and was looking to its own interests. Suddenly the
Mudania Conference demanded the co-operation of the
Entente. It showed to the enemy that the Entente was
dead, and that all the old fierce rivalries were once more
alive, ready to be used and schemed with. It made it
clear, moreover, that neither together nor individually
would the Allies fight the Turks. It proclaimed the
policy of peace at any price. In the subsequent history